Amphiphysin paraneoplastic syndrome: a delayed diagnosis of breast carcinoma.
We present a rare case of the paraneoplastic disorder, amphiphysin autoimmunity, which is associated with breast cancer. Amphiphysin is a presynaptic protein to which the body can form antibodies usually in cases of carcinoma, particularly of the breast and lung. The diagnosis of malignancy was delayed because of the complexity of the presenting neurologic symptoms related to the autoimmunity. The confusing picture and the rarity of the entity can result in delays in routine investigations, such as screening mammography. We advocate routine screening and physical examination in all patients, even in the presence of perplexing clinical symptoms.